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Big fall in elective ops
Budget cuts force Eastern Health to drop surgeries, increasing wait for patients
Health | Angus Livingston

EASTERN Health will perform
about 1000 fewer elect ive
surgeries next financial year as
a result of State Government
budget cuts.

Hospital data shows Eastern
Health will not perform an ex-
pected 966 elective surgeries.

Opposition health spokesman
Gavin Jennings said 1313 more
local patients would be on the
waiting list than last year.

Health Minister David Davis’s
spokesman Nathan Robinson
said the Baillieu Government
had increased funding to East-
ern Health by $17 million over
Labor’s last Budget.

Mr Robinson said the Govern-
ment had allocated a record $13
billion for health in the 2011
Budget.

‘‘We have managed to achieve
this result despite pressures
from the Commonwealth reduc-
ing GST revenue by $2.5 billion

and the uncertain global econ-
o m i c e n v i r o n m e n t , ’ ’ M r
Robinson said.

Mr Jennings said patients at
Maroondah, Box Hil l and
Angliss hospitals would be affec-
ted.

Eastern Metropolitan Region
state Labor MP Shaun Leane
said the Government had taken
away hospital beds, rather than
fulfil its election promise to in-
crease bed numbers.

Australian Medical Associ-

ation Victoria vice president Dr
Stephen Parnis said the Govern-
ment was also holding on to
other figures that should have
been released.

‘‘The Government has failed to
release the results of the last two
Victorian Population Health
Surveys from 2009 and 2010,’’ Dr
Parnis said.

‘‘Given the Government’s com-
mitment to make the health sys-
tem more transparent, this is
disappointing.’’

Finding their voices, with no fear of failure
Community | Stacy Allen

Joining the Heidelberg Sings choir has been an uplifting experience for members Nan Caple, Chris Butler and Dean Knape. Picture: PAUL LOUGHNAN N29HB500

A HEIDELBERG choir is giving
singers of all abilities the chance
to find their voices.

Heidelberg Sings, which is
based at the Austin Hospital, is
one of 13 choirs in Creativity
Australia’s With One Voice
program.

Surrey Hills resident Shaun
Islip, who has conducted the

choir since it began last year,
said the main aim of With One
Voice was social integration.

‘‘What it does is to bring
together people from very
diverse backgrounds and who
haven’t had the opportunity to
try singing before,’’ Mr Islip
said.

Prospective members do not
need to audition or have any
experience in singing.

Choir member Nan Caple had
not sung since her school choir
days.

‘‘There’s no expectation of your
a b i l i t y t o s i n g , j u s t y o u r
willingness to enjoy,’’ Ms Caple
said.

Dr Barbara Goss, also of East
Ivanhoe, joined last year. ‘‘I love
it, I’d always thought about join-
ing a choir but was turned off by
the thought that you might have

to audition,’’ Dr Goss said.
The choir performs classical,

jazz, opera, gospel, soul and sing-
a-long.

Heidelberg Sings meets from
5.30pm-6.45pm on Thursdays
from February 2, at the Edu-
cation Centre, on level 4, Austin
Hospital, 145 Studley Rd, Heidel-
berg

D e t a i l s : 8 6 7 9 6 0 8 8 o r
creativityaustralia.org.au

041 555 7011  OR  1800 130 120

MK LAW – Michael Kuzilny
Experience. Integrity. Results! 
www.mklawfirm.com.au

 Expert Advice & Impeccable Representation
 Free Case Review / Evaluation
 Outstanding Success Rate

Going to Court?

CALL TODAY for a FREE CONSULTATION

MK is also a trusted legal expert on national TV.  
Check out his own show ‘Tough Times’  
Wednesday nights at 9.30pm on C.31

s All Traffic Charges 
Drive disqualified/ 
Dangerous driving etc

s Criminal Defence 
Well prepared and fearless 
representation

s Drink Driving 0.05 
Minimise/avoid licence loss

FOREST HILL 99 Mahoneys Road 9877 0056

IVANHOE 217 Upper Heidelberg Rd 9499 2006

wa k
again 
without orthotics  
or foot insoles

No surgery or orthotics required

Foot Surgery. STOP! 
Have your foot  

corrected naturally!

www.footposturecentre.com
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FREE INFORMATION EVENING

IVANHOE Thu 19 Jan & Thu 2 Feb, 6.30-7.15pm

FOREST HILL Tues 17 Jan & Tues 31 Jan, 6.15-7pm


